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Meeting Minutes 
 

Date of Meeting: August 28, 2018 Re:  
Devola Multi-Use Trail 

Stakeholder Meeting 

Location: Muskingum Township Hall Issue Date: September 4, 2018 

Submitted By: Paul Denny Conference Call:  

In Attendance: See sign in sheet  

ITEMS DISCUSSED:  

 

Paul Denny led the meeting off by providing a recap of the steps that have been required to develop the project to this 

point and discussed the goals of the meeting. He also informed the stakeholders that the geotechnical report is 

complete and has been submitted to the Township. The report noted that significant geotechnical issues should be 

anticipated in any upland areas, and these issues would not be anticipated if the trail was constructed at grade in the 

lowland areas.  

 

Ron Mattox presented the updated corridor exhibit to the stakeholders and noted the following: 

• Modifications have been made to corridors located in Indian Acres Park, in Devola, and on Broughton’s Nature 

and Wildlife Area. These modifications are a direct result of our previous stakeholder meeting held on June 12, 

2018. 

• The baseline corridor is a point of comparison, is not the preferred alignment, and can be changed based on 

feedback received from stakeholders. 

• Corridor changes in Indian Acres part are based on feedback from Marietta, and the issues at the Magnusson 

Hotel/Gas Station and houses will have to be addressed for this portion of the trail to be constructed as drawn. 

• ADA compliance would be very difficult to obtain on the routes going to the hospital (Route 1-3-5-8). This route 

will be very difficult to construct due to this issue, and geotechnical issues will require retaining walls to be 

constructed from 5 to 8. Additionally, ADA compliance would likely result in the need for switchback 

alignments. 

• Two corridors are available between Node 9 and Node 18, one along SR 60 and the other east of the houses 

and buildings along SR 60. The availability of existing right of way along SR 60 makes constructing the trail along 

the road (9-12-17-18) more cost effective, but there are many access points along this route. However, 

geotechnical issues presented by constructing the multi-use trail behind the buildings (9-13-18) will make this 

route much more expensive and difficult to construct. It was noted that a trail next to SR-60 would not be as 

pleasant and comfortable compared to an alignment further away. 

• Consideration to removing the high-speed movement from SR-60 to SR-821 needs to be discussed with ODOT. 

The State has been removing high-speed movements in areas with pedestrians to improve safety. Alan Craig 

stated this could be discussed. 

• The sanitary sewer provides enough existing right of way along SR 60 to construct a trail offset from the road. 

• Hawk signals have been approved for use and are viable options for crossing SR-60 and SR-821. 

• At the north end of the existing Devola Multi-Use Trail the corridor was relocated to go towards SR-60. This 

modification was based on property owner objections. However, during the meeting it was decided that the 

corridor might be able to be relocated to the west side of Tupper Creek, and this modification will be 

investigated. 

• The full length of the trail will not be constructed at once. It will be constructed in pieces as opportunities 

present themselves and funding becomes available. 

 

Use of the existing Devola Multi-Use Trail: 

The Devola Multi-Use Trail committee was disappointed that the full length of existing multi-use trail on Broughton’s 

Nature and Wildlife area is not being utilized. The Committee’s opinion is that extending the trail through the wildlife 

area and along AEP’s 100-ft easement will help the trail become a destination, and cyclists from outside the local 

community will come to use the facility. Several stakeholders agreed that this would be a nice facility for cyclists, 

however it does not meet the Purpose and Need: providing connectivity between communities for local users and all 

modes of travel.  

 

The existing multi-use trail along SR-821 would be a nice connector from the proposed trail by providing connectivity 

from Devola and Marietta to Broughton’s Nature and Wildlife Area. 

 

Devola: 

Following the last stakeholder’s meeting the corridor along River Road was removed from the exhibit and replaced with 

two corridors in Devola. This change was made based on safety and right of way concerns associated with River Road. 

The Devola Multi-Use Trail Committee recommended changing River Road to a one-way street, thereby providing 

additional right of way for use as a multi-use trail.  

 

The corridor map will be updated to include multiple corridors in Devola due to the issues associated with River Road 

and with resistance to a designated bikeway on Lawton Road. There is also concern with rerouting traffic onto 

residential streets in Devola. Converting River Road to one-way will be investigated further. 

 

 

Action Items: 

• Paul Lewis and Ken Schilling will discuss the corridor relocation with Jeremy James. 

• Paul Denny will distribute the exhibit as it was presented at the meeting. 

• Woolpert will update the exhibit based on feedback from the stakeholders.  
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